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October 20, 2005

The Honorable Dennis Hastert
United States House of Represenrarives

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Hastert:

The Episcopal Chutch supports the Affurdable Housing I'und as past of the Fedena/ Llousing
Tinance Reform et of 2005 (F1.R. 1461). However, we age swongly opposed to the inclusion
of langoage in H.R. 1461 that zestricts non-profits - mcluding religious organivzations - from
receiving Affordable Housing Funds if they have engaged 10 any voter registration, vatet
identification, get-out-the-vore, and other nonpartisan vorer participation activitics or voter
encouragemenc efforts within 12 months of the application. The very people in need of
atlordahle howsing are those who often need the muost help in fully participatiag in our
democracy as vorers. It iu highly ironic thar at the Very moment when we huve seen in the
starkest of terms the great need for affordable housing, importanrt legislation to meet that
nced is encumbered with language that undermines onr deme scracy.

The Iipiscopal Church, through Jubilee Ministties and Episcopal service providets, offers
housing assistance to many of out naton’s poor. Jubilee Ministries administers granes o
over 70 Jubilee Centers throughout the United States as well as the wider Anglican
Communion. Including a provision that would prohibit Hpiscopal otganizations thar
eacourage demoeratic engagement from patticipating in Affordable I1Tousing Fund programs
would limit our response to God’s call to serve the least amony us and severely restrier our
cfforts to provide safc, deceng, and affordable housing.

In supportmg the Affordsble Housing Fund in H.R. 1461, we aze acting upon a resolution
passed ar our 2003 General Canvention that reafficmed our commitment o providing
affordable housing for the poor. The rosolution calls for the legislarive branches of the
federal government to provide “rearal and owner-occupied housing that is safc, accessible,
and affordable for low-income and modetate-income persons and their families including
persons with disabilities” and “to cnvure that housing assistance programs are adequately
funded to address the growing gap between the number of affordable bousing units available
and the number of renter househalds in the bottom quarrile of mcome in this aation.”

As a church we have also acknowledged “the use of the political process as an ace of
Christiag stewardship” and recognized that a *“faith ful commitment to volinyg is za extension
of our baptismal covenant to “strve for justice and peace and the dignity of every human
being.™ We have asked “all Mpiscopalians to actively engage in advocating for voter: rights,
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encouraging voter tegistration, getting our the vote, and volunteering to assist vaters at the
polls.”

Mr. Speaker, we ask that you do all in yout power 1o see thar the provisions related to voter
participation are removed from H.R. 1461. No organization should be asked to choose
between providing homes for those in need or ¢nabling citizeas to fully participate fully in

our demacracy.

Sincezcly,
W T

The Reverend Kwasi A. Thornell
Chair, Natonal Concetny Committee of the fixccutive Couneil

‘I'be Right Reverend John Bryson Chane, D.D.
Bishop of Washington



